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Dr. Ftpnk Simon, who has cam*
ptdgned aggres^dy against pornog
raphy andabortion, sent graphic
.homosexual videotapes to politicians
and leaders in December
andJanuary inaheffort toderail Lou
isville's proposed gay-rights ordi-
.nance/ :
*' In so^doing; Simon also may have
hampered fund-raising efforts by or-
gani2;ei^ 'of last weekend's He^
Strings,!AID3 ben^t.
: C^ti 'donations fbr Heart String?,

»thatt^ra'i9f —fofa 1989 Louise p^orm-
anceby tiie samegroup, although in-

' l^d' dbnations increase ^thou^
;'̂ im^^coi;pbrate offid^ blmed Ae'
• rece^on for the; reduced giving,' Hes '̂apings ori^anizers have ex

pressed concern during the past
monththat an anti-gay baddash may
have played a part

Simon said he sent three versions
of the tapes to several Louisville
aldermen and to more tiian a dozen
business executives in an effort to de
feat the ordinance, whidi died after
one of its seven sponsors. Alderman
Paul Bather, withdrew his support,
ButSimon, an allergist,said he didn't
intend to^urt fund-raising for Heart
Strings. '

Thevideotapes, produced by a Cali-
fomia-based organization known as
SpringofI^e Ministries, depict nmte
and parti^ypude men and women—

marching '̂li^ gsy-pride par^ in
San Flrandsco.

One Qf Ae tapes also features an
' interviewwith a former San Francisco
physidt^ who warns that what "ho-,
moseni^ do in the privacy of Ifaeir

own homes causes deatti among du
generalpopulation."

The tape also futures footage oi
mien in women's dothing and several
shots of bare-breasted women. One
marcher is showncanying a sign thai
says, "God is Gay." Agroup of lesbi
ans is identified as "Seminary Lesbi
ans UnderTheological Stress" march
ingundera banner reading "SLUTS."

Dr. Lorr^e Day, identified as the
author of "AIDS: What the Govern
ment is NotTellingYou," tells of ho
mosexuals who have sex with small
aniiTwiB and inflict violent injuries on
their human sex partners. "Th^ care
nothing for«tjieir sexual partners,"
shO^ en ipterv|̂ er;3vho is not
identified."Thoy'are consftotiy rook
ingfor more excitement and are fre
quency h'gb on drugs." Her views
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have beenwidely criticized by gay-
rights organisations and mem(^
professionals, although in 1983 Day
accurately predicted that, medical
personnel could be at risk in treat
ing pMple with acquired iminune
defidenqr syndrome.

.iy-'Of-i
had threatenedto pull$10miUion in
assets,out 0^ the Bank of LouisVille
if the b^ didn'tget Bather —one
of its^mploye^.— "off the soap-
bo*" ,,,

Bert I(Iein.'president of the Bank
of ^uisviUe, d^ed that the devel
oper,h^ thi^tiened to remove any
assets. And Bather said in Decem-—o* ''. X—7 j r : . , .A -. Moosio. ™iu wauiBi Doiu lu uevem-Sunon defended theaccuracy and berth^t bank officials had not pres-

faimess of toe tapes. But Andy Blie- su^ him to chipaige his position.
den,co-chainnan of a steering cqm-
mittee for the AIDS benefit, ^d
they are designed to encourage
"gaybashing."

BUI Horn, a spokesman for The
Report, a publication of Springs of
Life Ministries, said Simon ordered
more than 100 copies of the three
tapes, which a^ available for a.^in-
gle-copy price of $25 apiece.

Several aldermen said they were
shown t^e..vid^tapes by opponents
of the gay-r^ts ordinance. Among
those identin^ bythealdermen as
having shown or distributed the
tapes were Simon; LilyBifone,who,
before moving from Louisville last
year, headed an anti-pomography;
group called Gtizens for Decency
Through Law; and the Rev. Bob
Russell, senior minister of Sov%
east Christian Church.

Liberty National Bancoip Inc.'re-

Although a bank mefQorandum dis
tributed to brancd) managers said
Bather had "committed to the
bank's man^ement that the bill
would not be passed,"a spokesman
said th^ bjuiH had no offidal posi
tion on ttie proposed ordinance.

In her letter, Clarke describes but
doesn'tname toe developer who she
said dist|ibuted toe (ape "to eveiy
pastpr,;'eveiy, bank president in
town."
. Altoough Clarke asserted in toe

letter tlwt "it is defii^dy a fact,"
she.a(;lqiowl^ed in ah interview
that she had no proof of toe devel
oper's involvement and had heard
or it only by rumor..

The Coiirier-Joumal reported on
March 13 that local oiganizers of
toe AIDS ben^t werehaving trou
pe raising corporate contributions.

^presentatives of several coipo-ceived Mver^ such tapes, said rations attributed toe problem to toe
Joyce Hatfield. personal secretary to recje^ion.^ ^'' •Joyce Hatfield;

^In her letter^ Clarice said she in
tentionallv kept toe videotape's eX'

JosephW,"Billy Joe" Phelps, chair
man and chief executive officer. But
she said she didn't know who se^t
toem. Phelps adcnowledged.that .he
had talkedabout the tape at a social

i^ence nx)m reporters to avoid
"pegative press" and a public link-

. ^ , .u - .7:^-— ing'of toe gay-rights bill and toefunction a few months ago "«fter a AIDS fund-raising event
few martinis," but he said the con-' Âltoough toe local Heart Strings
versation was private. He said yes
terday that nobody had sent hiipa'
copy of toe tape and that he
wouldn't comment on toe matter
furtoer because it is "none of your
business."

Louisville Gas & Electric Co.
Ciiairman Roger Hale received a
similar tape in Januaiy, but its
source was undear, said Paul Hea-
gen, director ofcor^rate communi
cations. • •

In a March 24 letter to national
organizers of toe touring Heart
Stringsproduction, KateClarke, toe
local executive director of Heart to
Heart/AIDS Support Services,
leged toat oneof toe videotapes was
distributed to "corporate bigwig"
bya well-known Louisville develop
er as part of a campaign to defeat
toe gay-rights ordinance.

The letter, a copy of \^c:h vras
obtained by The Courier-Journal,
also contended that toe developer

committee had hoped toe event
would dear at least $200,000 in
cash for AIDS services in Louisville,
toe fund-raising effort has fallen
short.'As of Monday, donations for
toe event totaled $165,731 —
$71,527 in cash and $M,204 in toe
form of in-kind gifts such as hotel
rooms and advertising.

(The Bank of Louisville was toe
onlybank to makea coiporatecash
gift this year, Clarke said —$250.)

In 1989, toe last time Heart
Strings performed in Louisville, toe
oiganizers raised $103,000, or
$87,000 in cash and $16,000 in in-
kind contributions. "Fmdisappoint
ed as far as our coiporate contribu
tions go, but I'm veiy pleased wito
toe individualsupport that we have
gotten from LouisviUians who really
care," Blieden said.
Information for tills story was also
gathersd by staff writer Mary
O'Doherty.
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