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. Dr, ank Simon, who has cam-

st
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ed ively against pornog-

raphy and abortion, sent graphic anti-
“homosexual videotapes to politicians
‘and business “leaders in December

and January in an effort to derail Lou-
isville's - proposed - gay-rights ordi-
'Pal!:loes'o\domg. Simon aelsﬁcfa may ha};.:a
hampered fund-raising efforts by or-
ganizeys of last. weekend's Heart
Bing DS
'ian for s 1980

“ance by the same group, although in-
’ @gj‘ donations increased. A %
. -'80m@"* corporate officials blamed the
" . " recesgion for the ljednoed gIving,
"I;!ea,jt‘ §Fmgs orgamzem A‘hgve €Xx-

reade TR
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Although, interview with a former San Francisco

hysician who warns that what “ho-

f the ta to several ‘Louisville
:ldermen m to more than a dozen

business executives in an effort to de- says

feat the ordinance, which died after
one of its seven sponsors, Alderman
Paul Bather, withdrew his- support,

But Simon, an allergist, said he didn't -

intend to_hurt fund-raising for Heart
Strings. © Vo
The videotapes, p}'odttixeedkl:ly mavfa;l;
fornia-based organization kn(
Springs of Life Ministries, depict nude

3 e 5,8

d ude men and women —
and partially p mulaed

San Francisco. ¢ )
One of the tapes also features

1-gay ﬁ'élfeot,éipé ‘may have hurt .

trings AIDS benefit -\

L b

marcher is shown carrying a sign that
, “God is Gay.” A group of lesbi-
ans is identified as “Semmm:y Lesbi-
ans Under Theological Stress” march-
ing under a banner rea “SLUTS.
Dr. Lorraine Day, identified as-the
ment Is Not ou,” tel
mosexuals who have sex with small

g

y " concern di the - past ownhomescauses'deathamong - K
gmnth that an anti-gay backlash may general populatlox;.e’a ures footage o F"UES%‘\}" L
have played a part. thxek le . ',hi;rx??nt:rpeomenals': clothing and several /}PR ! 992'/

Simon said he sent ouisville shots of bare-breasted women. One¢ f .
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animals and inflict violent injuries on

their human sex partners. “They care
an

- for: sexual paftners,” -
nothing’ for: their : mﬁ“’

wENGG R e

B e e NG iy gay-pride parade 1o Identiied. *They are constanty Took-
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- ing for more excitement and are fre-
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have been vlidely criticized by gay-
rights organizations and medical

professionals, although in 1983 Day box.”. P R
Bert Klein, president of the Bank -

accurately predicted that. medical
personnel could be at risk in treat-
ing people with acquired immune
deficiency syndrome. - .- . ...
Simon defended the accuracy and
fairness of the tapes. But Andy Blie-
den, co-chairman of a steering com-
mittee for ‘the AIDS benefit, ‘said
they -are designed to encourage
“gay bashing.u . . [ 0 oo
Bill Horn, a spokesman for The
Report, a publication of Spri:g of
Life Ministries, said Simon' ordered
more than 100 copies of the thres
tapes, which are available for a gin-
gle-copy price of $25 apiece.
Several aldermen said they were
shown the videotapes by opponents
of the gay-ri ordinance. Among
those identified by the aldermen as-
having. shown “or distributed "the
tapes were Simon,; Lily Bifone, who,
before moving from Louisvillé - last
year, headed” an anti-pornography.
group called Citizens for- Decencg
Through Law; and the Rev. Bob .
Russell, ‘senior “minister of Soyth..
east Christian Church.
Liberty National Bancorp Inc.'re-
ceived several such tapes, said’
Joyce Hatfield, personal secretary to
Joseph W, “Billy Joe" Phelps, chair-
man and chief executive officer. But
she said she didn’t know who sent
them. Phelps acknowledged that he
had talked about the tape at a social’
function a few months ago “after a
few martinis,” but he said the ‘cony’
versation was private. He said yes-
terday that nobody had sent him a:

~copy of the tape and that he

wouldn’t comment on the matter
further because it is “none of your:
business.” . . o
Louisville Gas & Electric Co.
Chairman Roger Hale received“a
similar tape in January, but its
source was unclear, said Paul Hea..
gen, director of corporate communi--
caﬁons. v gre it ‘ . [T Y]
In a March 24 letter to national,
organizers of the touring Heart
Strings production, Kate Clarke, the
local executive director of Heart to
Heart/AIDS Support Services, al-’
leged that one of the videotapes was
distributed to “corporate bigwigs”
by a well-known Louisville develop-
er as part of a campaign to defeat
the gay-rights ordinance, o
The letter, a copy of which was "
obtained by The Courier-Journal,
also contended that the developer:

T
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had threatened to pull $10 million in

assets out of the Bank of Louisville

if the bank didn't get Bather — one

of its employees — “off the soap-
x.”. :

of Louisville, denied that the devel-
oper had threatened to remove any
assets. And Bather sajd in Decem-
ber tha&g‘ank officials _li:g not pres-
sured him to- change his position.
Although a bank memorandum dis-
tributed to branch managers said
Bather - had “committed to the
bank’s management that the bill
would not be passed,” a spokesman
said the bank had no official posi-
tion.on the proposed ordinance.

In her letter, Clarke describes but
doesn’t name the developer who she

- said distributed the tape “to every

pastor,_ every 'bank " president in
tom” dadte -t P - P - .
.-Although Clarke asserted in the
letter that “it is definitely a fact,”
she acknowledged in an interview
that she had no proof of the devel-
oper’s ‘involvement and had heard
of it only by rumor. | .

The. Courier-Journal reported on
March 13 that local organizers of
the AIDS benefit were having trou-
ble raising corporate contributions,

Representatives of several corpo-
ration? atu'i‘bqted the problem to the

onﬂzv Wets v taw o S
“iIn’her letter,’ Clarke said she in-
tentionally kept the videotape’s ex-

nt  istence ' gom ‘ reporters to avoid

“pegative press” and a public link-
ing' of the gay-rights bill and the
AIDS fund-raising event.

“Although the local Heart Strings
committee had hoped the event
would clear ‘at least $200,000 in
cash for AIDS services in Louisville,
the fund-raising effort has fallen
short.- As of Monday, donations for

- the event totaled $165,731 —

$71,527 in cash and $94,204 in the
form of in-kind gifts such as hotel
rooms and advertising. - - -

- (The.Bank of Louisville was the
only bank to make a corporate cash
gift this year, Clarke said — $250.)

In 1989, the last time Heart
Strings performed in Louisville, the
organizers . raised  $103,000, or

$87,000 in cash and $16,000 in in-

kind contributions. *I'm disappoint-
ed as far as our corporate contribu-
tions go, but I'm very. pleased with
the individual support that we have
gotten from Louisvillians who really
care,” Blieden said. -
Information for this story was also
gathered by staff writer Mary
O'Doherty,

‘an quently high on drugs.” Her views '
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